Political Culture Of Kashmir

Javid Ahmad Dar
In time Past, We were;
In time future, We shall be;
Throughout the Ages, We have been.
(Lalla-Ded)

Conceptual Framework:

A political culture is composed of the attitudes, beliefs,
emotions and values of a society that relate to the political system
and to political issues®. Political attitudes and values in a society
are symbolised by such things as the national flag and national an-
them?. However, there are certain values or achievements of which
a socieiy feels proud of and this ‘element of pride’ brings a political
continuity and stability. These attitudes may be consciously held,
but may be implicit in an individual or group relationship with the
political system. Political cultures are not necessarily amenable to
rigid definition. Political cultures differ according to the degree to
which they stress participation in the political process by the citi-
zens of the political system. In some systems, individuals take more
active role in the political process, possess a great deal of political
information, and expect to influence decisions made by the gov-
ernment?.

FOUNDATIONS OF POLITICAL CULTURE

l. Historical Development

i. Geography

1. Social character—Homogeneity or Heterogeneity
Iv. Religion

V. Socio-economic Structure

VI. Identity
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TWO KEYASPECTS OFAPOLITICAL CULTURE

= Attitudes to the political Institutions of the State, and

2 the degree to which citizens feel they can influence and
participate in the decision-making process.

i

Introduction: Perspective of History

Kashmir is one of the few societies of the world which have
maintained cultural integrity throughout the history without iden-
tifying itself with any of the civilizations or cultures or political cen-
tres that it has met with. It has interacted and encountered with
many cultures and civilizations, absorbed some of their influences
and yet it did not assimilate in any of the dominant or alien or
colonial culture. The society, at large, was certainly successful in
maintaining its autonomy even after being at a distance from the
polity particularly during the colonial rule. It can be, therefore, ar-
gued that the essential identity of Kashmir is cultural; not political.
Kashmir experienced such an extended colonial rule which only
few societies in the world have survived. She got the lost sover-
eignty back after suffering for more than 360 years only in 1947.
Prior to occupation by the colonial masters, some religious saints
had brought different beliefs, cultures and languages with them
which not only transformed the religious character of Kashmir soci-
ety but, to some extent, also changed the demographic profile. It
may be mentioned that the processes of conversions were peace-
ful and non-violent. But the newly so-called ‘privileged’ masters of
Mulk-i-Kashmir had their own cultural agenda to fulfil their lustful
desires in Kashmir. But Kashmir has continued its civilizational char-
acter owing its unity not to a particular political regime but to the
properly institutionalised spiritual and secular cultural ethos. The
dialectical interaction between the indigenous culture and alien or
colonial cultures resulted in the evolution of a distinct and unique
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culture characterised by peaceful co-existence, mutual understand-
ing, shared values and practices, and, more importantly, respect,
recognition and accommodation of diverse identities among the
different communities—religious, lingual, ethnic etc.—within Kash-
mir and this exemplary peaceful and non-communal life has been
looked as ‘ideal’ by many violent communal societies in the In-
dian-subcontinent. Referring to this unique secular living pattern
of Kashmir, Salman Rushdie comments that the “words Hindu and
Muslim had no place in their story....In the Valley these words were
merely descriptions, not divisions. The frontiers between the words,
their hard edges, had grown smudged and blurred”*.

Hi.
Themes of Political Culture

Principles and Practices of Tolerance and Accommodation:

Kashmir has a high degree of tolerance and accommoda-
tion. Historically and culturally, it has accommodated different value
systems in shape of different religions and socio-religious move-
ments, encompassed different contradictions and uncertainties and
lived a life in entirely hostile political environment. The social
institutions have managed these uncertainties through highly struc-
tured roles. Kashmir has produced profound saviours who have been
looked as Icons of Kashmir culture and inspire generations of éen-
erations in every walk of life. Lalla-Ded and Sheikh Noor-ud-Din
are named in equal breath and respected and honoured irrespec-
tive of religious beliefs by one and all without transcending the
respective religious spheres. Both taught the lessons of Self-
realisation and connecting one’s finite ‘self’ to infinite ‘Absolute
_ Self”. Not realizing the ‘Self’ and failure of relating the ‘Self’ with
the ‘Absolute Self’, results in alienation not only from the “Whole’
of which it is a part, but also from the fellow-beings which, in simi-
lar fashion, are part of the same “Whole”. Consequently, this alien-
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