
 

 

Editor’s Note 

Historically, the region of Kashmir has been a 
part of various trans-regional interactions. The 
ancient trade routes connected the region to the 
outside world adding to its rich tapestry of culture 
and traditions. These routes allowed a sustained 
exchange of goods, ideas, knowledge and values 
shaping the identity of its inhabitants. A close 
reading of twelfth century historical account, 
Rajtarangni of Kalhaṇa, reflects how this historicity 
is rooted in a Kashmiri genealogy of texts and 
ideas, articulating a temporally bounded and 
situated Kashmir. By the fourteenth century, the 
cultural contact with central and west Asia 
deepened, most notably with the introduction of 
Islam. Kashmiri culture and tradition bear witness 
to how Persianate cultural formations have 
interacted with previous Sanskrit and vernacular 
forms in a creative manner. The present volume 
attempts to capture the different shades of socio-
cultural heritage and history of the region. The 
first paper by Noor A. Baba attempts to give an 
insight into Kashmiri identity and the processes 
that have shaped it. Papers by Shafi Shauq and 
M. Y. Ganai use literature and oral history as 
alternative sources for writing history of the 
region. The latter specifically focuses on the plight 
of the marginalized sections of the Kashmiri 
society. Subsequent papers capture range of issues 
including prehistoric archaeology of the region, 
Mughal architecture, Tibetan influence in Kashmir, 
land reforms, people and their interaction with the 
water bodies, unique strands of Shaivism in the 
region, the celebrated Shawl industry and the 



 

 

nature and methods of mobilization during the 
region’s freedom struggle (1931-1947). 

I think it is my ethical duty to mention the 
contribution of some of the founding members of 
the Institute, particularly Prof. M. Ishaq Khan and 
Prof. M. Ashraf Wani. They aimed at the creation 
of a centre on the analogy of the Centre of History 
and Culture of Jammu and Ladakh Regions, at the 
Jammu University. Through their efforts, the 
Institute of Kashmir Studies was conceived and 
established in 2006 as an interdisciplinary Centre 
that would extensively engage with the History, 
Society and Culture of Kashmir. A key aim was to 
explore Kashmir’s rich literary heritage and history 
writing traditions and to strengthen the syncretic 
legacies of the mystics like Lala Arifa and Shaikh 
Noor-ud-Din. 

After the foundation of the Institute, Prof. Khan 
was appointed as the first director, but he was 
relieved only after three months. There was 
succession of academics from various fields, but 
the focus deviated from the core regional studies 
framework. The political instability in the region 
cast its shadow on the Institute’s growth, and there 
were periods when the Institute did not get the due 
academic attention. 

In September, 2018, Prof. Talat Ahmad, the Vice 
Chancellor of the Kashmir University, assigned me 
the responsibility of heading the Institute. Being 
conscious of the expectations of the Vice 
Chancellor and the original objectives of the 
founding members, I along with my team at the 
Institute worked tirelessly to publish a volume 
titled Kashmir: Past and Present (published in 
2020). We also decided to restart the publication of 
The Journal of Kashmir Studies. The Journal was 
initiated during the establishment of the Institute 



 

 

of Kashmir Studies and was first published in 2006. 
However, from 2006 to 2018, the Institute could 
publish only six volumes of this journal. The 
present volume is the seventh in the series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


