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Masters Programme:

The UNESCO Madanjeet Singh Institute of Kashmir Studies has introduced a Masters programme 
in Kashmir and South Asia Studies from 2013 academic year under a reformulated MoU between 
South Asia Foundation (SAF), India and University of Kashmir, Srinagar, which was concluded on 
23 August, 2012. The total intake capacity for this course has been determined at 30 (thirty) stu-
dents. Out of the 30 students, 16 students would be from SAARC countries and 14 local. In case 
some of the seats reserved for SAARC students remain vacant, they will be �lled up by the local 
students. The admission of local students for MA Programme is to be done through the entrance 
test conducted by the University of Kashmir. A total of 23 students got themselves enrolled in the 
academic session 2013-2014 including 03 students from SAARC countries, while, in session 2014-
2015, 25 students have been admitted, 07 of whom are from SAARC countries (2 more students 
are expected). A summarized picture of the admission in MA in Kashmir and South Asia Studies 
in sessions 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 would be:

Session Local Students Foreign Students Total
2013-2014 20 03 23
2014-2015 18 07 (2 more students are expected) 25

Programme Rationale

The MA programme is based on the following principles:

1. It shall operate within the multi-disciplinary framework. The teacher has to synergize Kash-
mir and South Asia in his/her method of teaching and discussion.
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2. It aims at giving the students thorough grounding in certain foundational courses related to 

Kashmir and South Asia.

3. The students are also introduced to specialized areas through a number of optional courses. 

4. To enhance the creativity and provide more choices to the students, the Institute has shifted 
to the UGC recommended Choice-Based Credit System. 

5. The students at 4th semester level are required to write a term paper of 04 credits by under-
taking purposeful �eld work. 

Research Scholars: 

Doctor of Philosophy

A total of ten PhD scholars were registered with the Institute. Out of ten, six have completed 
their doctoral programmes and were awarded with the degrees. Four new scholars are also in 
the process of getting themselves registered. The details are given below:

S.No. Name Country Status of PhD Programme

01 Pasang Sherpa Nepal Awarded 

02 K.H.G.M. Prasad Dharmase-
na Sri Lanka Awarded

03 Raja Nazakat Ali Pakistan Awarded

04 Nadia Mehrdin Pakistan Awarded

05 S.M.A.S.R. Sanjeevi

Manthrirathne
Sri Lanka Awarded

06 Samir Ahmad Bhat India Awarded

07 Sakeena Rather India Registered

08 Arshud Hussain Malik India Registered

09 Khan Touseef Osman Bangladesh Registered

10 Mohd Maqbool Alyee India Registered

11 Shumiala India Registration in process

12 Shugufta Akhter India Registration in process

13 Sehar Iqbal India Registration in process

14  Natasha M. Rather India Registration in process
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Master of Philosophy

A total of seven M.Phil scholars were registered with the Institute, all of whom were awarded 
with the degree. Eight new scholars are in the process of getting themselves registered for 
M.Phil in a�liation with UMIKS: 

S. No. Name Country Status of M.Phil Programme

01 Saif-ullah-Reshi India Awarded

02 Asgar Ali India Awarded

03 Mudasir Amin India Awarded

04 Mushtaq Ahmad Itoo India Awarded

05 Ab. Hamid Shah India Awarded

06 Javid Ahmad Kumar India Awarded

07 Ishfaq Ahmad Bhat India Awarded

08  Shaista Qayoom India Registration in process

09 Shibani Maqbool India Registration in process

10 Afsha Firdous Khan India Registration in process

11 Suraiya Jabeen India Registration in process

12  Ra�a Rasheed India Registration in process

13 Iqra Nehvi India Registration in process

14 Aneesa Manzoor India Registration in process

15 Andleeb Bashir India Registration in process

Academic and Research Sta�s:

Director

Professor Gull Wani is presently the Director of UNESCO Madanjeet Singh Institute of Kashmir 
Studies, University of Kashmir. By training a political scientist, Professor Wani is an active member 
of South Asian civil society network. He has written �ve books and twenty research papers on is-
sues related to identity, autonomy and democracy in South Asia. Professor Wani is also a Visiting 
Professor at the Centre for Multi-level Federalism Institute of Social Sciences, New Delhi and has 
recently been o�ered an adjunct professorship at the Lahore University of Management Studies 
(LUMS). He is a member of the syndicate at the University of Kashmir.  Professor Gull Wani has 
visited England, Northern Ireland, Singapore, United Arab Emirates, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Turkey, 
Thailand and Belgium to participate in international academic conferences.            
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Research Fellow

a. Dr. Humaira Showkat did her PhD in Sociology at Aligarh Muslim University, the topic 
of which involves social structures and marriage rituals. Her research areas include gender and 
kinship studies. An accomplished researcher with several publications, Ms. Showkat teaches gen-
der related courses at the UNESCO Madanjeet Singh Institute of Kashmir Studies, University of 
Kashmir. She also undertook a research project titled “The Emerging Problems of the Elderly in 
Srinagar City” at UMIKS.

b. Dr. Mohammad Shaban did his Ph.D in Kashmiri Language through the Department of 
Kashmiri at the University of Kashmir and the title of the thesis was “A Stylistic Comparison of 
Mehmood Gami and Rasul Mir.” As a Research Fellow, Dr. Shaban has undertaken several projects 
at the UNESCO Madanjeet Singh Institute of Kashmir Studies, including a translation project of 
a book written by Madanjeet Singh, UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador, and “An Analytical Study of 
Kashmiri Proverbs”.

Assistant Professor (Contractual)

Sajad Padder completed his Masters and M.Phil in Political Science with �rst division from the 
University of Kashmir. He is currently a PhD fellow in the same department. The young academic’s 
research is focused on India-Pakistan relations. He has quali�ed the UGC National Eligibility Test 
(NET) in the year 2011. Mr. Padder has several international publications to his credit, including 
one published by the University of Heidelberg, Germany. 

Guest Lecturer from Delhi, India

Meha Dixit has completed PhD in International Politics from Centre for International Politics, 
Organization and Disarmament (CIPOD), School of International Studies (SIS), Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU), New Delhi, India. Ms. Dixit has worked as Programme Associate with Amnesty 
International India (September 2007 – April 2009) and was also the Working Committee Member 
of the Amnesty International India campus caravan. Her core areas of interest include human 
security, con�ict resolution, peace building, Disarmament, Demobilisation, Reintegration (DDR), 
post con�ict reintegration of child soldiers, con�ict minerals, human rights, corporate social re-
sponsibility, and fair trade. 

Guest Lecturer from Bangladesh

Khan Touseef Osman is a Research Scholar (PhD) at the UNESCO Madanjeet Singh Institute of 
Kashmir Studies, University of Kashmir. He has been engaged as a Guest Lecturer by UMIKS to 
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teach a course on partition literature. His research areas include trauma studies and partition 
�ction. Mr. Osman has published several articles in scholarly journals and written a book titled 
Chinua Achebe’s Cultural Syntax: A Study of The African Trilogy.

Seminars/Conferences/Lectures/Workshops organized by the Institute: 

From 01 June 2013 till date, the Institute has been busy with organizing seminars, conferences 
and workshops on di�erent themes. Experts were invited from di�erent regions of the country 
and abroad. A list of such events is below:

• One day international conference on “Patterns of Shared Sovereignty” was organized in 
the month of June 2013. In this conference, distinguished speakers were Shri Mani Shankar Aiyar 
(MP Rajya Sabha), Professor Amitabh Mattoo (Director: Australia-India Institute), Mr. Prem Shan-
kar Jha and Mr. Kapil Kak.

Shri Mani Shankar Aiyar speaks at the UMIKS

On the occasion Mr. Mani Shankar Aiyar expressed his views on “India-Pakistan Relations 
and Kashmir”. Prof. Mattoo discussed the “South Tyrol Model” and its relevance to Kashmir, while 
Mr. Prem Shankar Jha deliberated on “Centre-State Relations in India with special reference to 
Kashmir.” The conference was graced by the worthy Vice-Chancellor of University of Kashmir Prof. 
Talat Ahmad and other university o�cials. The speeches were followed by a healthy discussion 
with the students, research scholars and faculty members. The conference ended with a vote of 
thanks by the Director UMIKS Prof. Gull Mohd Wani.   
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• On June 3rd 2013, Prof. Mushir-ul-Hassan, former VC, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi deliv-
ered a lecture on “Political Prisoners in India”. Prof. Hassan has written a book on the same topic 
as well. While delivering his lecture, Prof. Hassan discussed the condition of prisoners in India 
during the colonial period. He dwelled on the nature of inter-personal relationship developed 
by the political leaders while in jail. The lecture was followed by a general discussion with the 
students.

• A lecture was delivered by Seema Mustafa, a well-known writer, in July 2013 on the theme 
“Democratic Transition in Pakistan”. She showed optimism over the completion of full �ve years 
in o�ce by the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) government and the peaceful transfer of power to 
the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PMLN). The lecture was followed by a question-answer ses-
sion where students and scholars discussed di�erent issues related to the lecture. 

Ms. Seema Mustafa speaks at the UMIKS

• Mr. Maharaj Krishna Raina, one of India’s best-known theatre actors and directors, delivered 
a lecture on “The Cultural History of Kashmir” in July 2013. He focused on the importance of 
traditional cultural symbols of Kashmir like Dhambali and Bhand Pather in the modern era. 
Mr. Raina is working hard with the local communities to revive these age-old traditions.
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M. K. Raina speaks to students at the UMIKS

• On July 06, 2013, Prof. R.L. Bhat of Central University Jammu delivered an extension lecture on “In-
do-Pak Trade Relations: Opportunities and Challenges”. The learned professor dwelt on the sub-
ject in detail explaining its various facets. He delineated the challenges faced by the two countries 
in expanding the trade between them but at the same time viewed the new dispensation in Paki-
stan (coming to power by PMLN) as an opportunity for India. The lecture focused on the �uctua-
tions in trade between the two countries from 1947 onwards. He argued that an increasing trade 
engagement between India and Pakistan is important for peace and prosperity of the region.

• Dr. Seema Kazi from the Centre for Women’s Development Studies (CWDS), New Delhi de-
livered a lecture on “Gender and Con�ict in South Asia” in August 2013. Dr. Kazi held that 
women are the worst hit in con�ict areas. From Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh to the 
northern areas in Sri Lanka and from the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in Pakistan to Kashmir and 
North-East of India, women have been suppressed and subdued. She concluded her speech 
with the hope that the women of South Asia will �nally break the shackles and come forward 
to shape the future of the region.

• On 23rd September 2013 an important lecture on Embattled Liberalism in South Asia was 
delivered by Prof. Pratap Bhanu Mehta, President, Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi. The 
Hon’ble chairman of Governing Board of UMIKS Shri N.N. Vohra chaired the session. The wor-
thy Vice-Chancellor of Kashmir University along with other o�cials of the university graced 
the occasion. The lecture was followed by a discussion in which students, research scholars 
and university teachers actively participated.
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Prof. Pratap Bhanu Mehta delivering lecture at the UMIKS

Prof. Mehta spoke extensively about the many serious consequences which arise from the 
“tyranny of compulsory identity”, the “con�icts and su�erings which Kashmir had gone through” 
and the “cycle of militancy and militarization”, which had been witnessed in parts of India and 
the South Asian Countries. He spoke at length about the “governance de�cit” in South Asian 
Countries and the need to replace the inherited architecture of governance which also impacted 
the political system in all the countries of the region. He also deliberated on issues of diversity, 
governance, accountability, the need for greater cooperation and deeper understanding among 
the countries of South Asia and other aspects which have a great bearing on the rapid progress 
and prosperity of this region.

• On 26 December, 2013, the UMIKS organized a book launching ceremony of Kashmir and 
Indo–Pak Relations: Politics of Reconciliation written by Dr. Happymon Jacob. Mr. Jacob is an 
Assistant Professor of Diplomacy and Disarmament at the School of International Studies, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
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Book release function at UMIKS

On th e occasion Mr. Aijaz Ashraf Wani and Mr. Mehmoodur Rashid read out reviews of the 
book. After this, a general discussion followed where the author responded to di�erent queries 
by scholars and students.

• On 24 March 2014, a one-day workshop on Capacity Building for Con�ict Transformation 
was arranged by UMIKS in collaboration with CR Partners (CLD). The sessions on “South Asian 
Con�ict Scenarios and Need for Transformation,” “Con�ict Transformation” and  “Dialogue Skills and 
Engagement” were conducted by Professor Gull Mohd Wani, Ms. Safat N. Ahmed and Mr. Mehmood 
ur Rashid respectively. These sessions were followed by one session of “Group Exercise and Participant 
Presentation” and Ms. Ahmed concluded the workshop formally with a vote of thanks. Later on, the 
participants, session moderators and resource persons joined in an indigenous Kashmiri lunch.

 

Workshop on Capacity Building for Con�ict Transformation

• Professor M H Zafar (former Director of UMIKS) graciously agreed to deliver two lectures 
on “The Multi-religious Tradition of Kashmir” on 10th April, 2014. He talked elaborately on the 
fundamental tenets of Buddhism and traced the development of the religion in Kashmir through 
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ages. Towards the end of each lecture, there was a question-and-answer session, in which Profes-
sor Zafar engaged in a scholarly discussion with the students, faculty and research scholars of UMIKS.

• Professor Anupama Roy, Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi, delivered a lecture on “Gender, Law and Citizenship at the Commencement of the Repub-
lic” at the UNESCO Madanjeet Singh Institute of Kashmir Studies (UMIKS), University of Kashmir. 
She began her talk by examining the legal-formal articulation of citizenship in the context of 
partition and state formation, and the manner in which these determined the issues of belong-
ing and legal membership. While the element of choice existed as a possibility for the Hindus 
and Muslims who were in the throes of moving between India and Pakistan, Roy illuminates the 
tensions that the birth of the two new nations made obvious among their citizens regarding 
their choices of national identity. She focused on speci�c categories – ‘registered/Pakistani wives’, 
‘alien women’, ‘minors’, and ‘displaced persons’ – to show how citizenship at the commencement 
of the Republic was riddled with contests. She then examined the life

Professor Anupama Roy speaks at UMIKS

 of Citizenship Act of India 1955 from its inception, through the various amendments in 1986, 
2003, and 2005. She dealt with other signi�cant laws and judgments including the Abducted 
Persons (Recovery and Rehabilitation) Act (1949), and the Illegal Migrants Determination by Tri-
bunals Act (1983) to show how citizenship unfolded among di�erentially located individuals, 
communities, and groups. Prof. Roy highlighted that the citizenship laws in India show a steady 
movement towards the a�rmation of citizenship’s relationship with blood-ties and descent. She 
examined the liminal categories of citizenship produced in the period between the commence-
ment of the Constitution and the enactment of the Citizenship Act, which continue to make cit-
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izenship fraught with uncertainties and exclusions. Through a discussion of laws and judgments 
Prof. Roy highlighted the relationship between citizenship and migration in independent India, 
in particular in the wake of migration from Bangladesh. The lecture was followed by a general 
discussion in which faculty members, research scholars and students actively participated. Prof. 
Gull Mohd Wani, Director, UMIKS concluded the discussion with a vote of thanks. 

SAARC Charter Day:

The UMIKS observed the SAARC Charter Day on 09 December (Monday), 2013. On the occasion, 
a penal discussion was held in the conference hall of the institute. The session was chaired by Mr. 
Shujaat Bukhari, a senior journalist and the editor of Rising Kashmir. Prof. Gull Mohd Wani read 
out the message from H.E. Mr. Ahmed Saleem, Secretary-General of SAARC. The discussion had 
four segments. The �rst segment focused on the theme “Religion in South Asia”. A brief presen-
tation by Mr. Mehmoodur Rashid, a Research Scholar and renowned columnist, was followed by 
a discussion and question-answer session. The speaker was of the opinion that religion across 
South Asia is getting entrenched into politics, which is not a good omen for the region.

UMIKS observes SAARC Charter Day

The second segment focused on the theme of “Trade and Regional Integration in South 
Asia”. Mr. Arjumand Talib, an expert on International Development, discussed the reasons re-
sponsible for the partial implementation of SAFTA. In the third segment on “Politics in South 
Asia”, Prof. Wani argued that the state in South Asia is quite fragile. It is both weak and strong. 
The state is weak in delivering human security in the form of clean environment, safe drinking 
water, nutritious food, education and healthy standard of living. On the other hand, it is strong 
in ensuring national security. This is clearly re�ected in state’s treatment of its people in northern 
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Sri Lanka, Baluchistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwain Pakistan and Kashmir and North-East in India. 
The fourth segment focused on “The Role of Media and Peace Building in South Aia”. Mr. Shujaat 
Bukhari argued that the media can act either way. It can build public opinion for peace or it can 
sabotage a peaceful environment for worse. He held that, over the years, media in India and Pa-
kistan has acted as a spoiler. Media is increasingly aligning itself with the state with little scope 
for impartiality. 

The discussion ended with a vote of thanks by the Director Prof. Gull Mohd Wani. 

Extension Lectures:

• Dr. Bharti Chibber from the University of Delhi was invited to teach some important 
themes related to “Theories of Regionalism and Integration”.

Dr. Bharti Chibber during her lecture in the class room

Dr. Chibber taught for eight days at the Institute. 

Faculty Activities:

Prof. Gull Mohd Wani

1. Survey on the State of Democracy in South Asia-II

Prof. Gull Mohd Wani is the state coordinator of the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies 
(CSDS), New Delhi. In the year 2013, CSDS conducted a survey on “The State of Democracy in 
South Asia-II”. In the state of Jammu and Kashmir, the survey was conducted under supervision 
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of Prof. Wani. In the survey, he was assisted by a fellow faculty member Sajad Ahmad Padder (As-
sistant Professor Contractual, UMIKS) as Research Assistant. 

2. Conferences and Seminars

i. Prof. Wani attended an international conference in Pakistan (Islamabad) organized by the 
International Pugwash. He also chaired a session on Jammu and Kashmir.

ii. Prof. Wani attended a conference organized by the International Political Science Association 
at the University of Delhi.

iii. Prof. Wani participated in a national seminar on “Indian Federalism” held at the University of 
Delhi.

3. Publications:

i. Cross LoC Trade: Problems and Prospects, Journal of Management Studies, University of Kash-
mir, 2013. 

ii. Book Chapter, “Kashmiri Identity and Indian Democracy”, in Partha Pratim Basu (ed.) Democ-
racy and Democratization in 21st Century: The South Asian Experience, Delhi: Har-Anand Publi-
cations.

Sajad Ahmad Padder:

1. Survey on the State of Democracy in South Asia-II

Mr. Sajad Ahmad Padder worked as a Research Assistant for the 2013 CSDS survey on “State of 
Democracy in South Asia-II”.

2. Publications:

i. India-Pakistan Composite Dialogue Process: Issues and Actions, (Book), LAP LAMBERT Academic 
Publishing, Germany, 2013. ISBN: 978-3-659-39549-9.

ii. “The Siachen Stalemate”, International Journal of Peace and Development Studies, Vol. 4 (3), 
July 2013, ISSN 2141-662.

iii. “In Search of Pakistaniat”, book review of Mr. Javed Jabbar’s book, Pakistan—Unique Origins; 
Unique Destiny? Mainstream, ISSN 0542-1462, Vol. LI, No 33, August 3, 2013.  

iv. “Peace through Public Opinion” Greater Kashmir, Srinagar, 27 November 2013.
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Infrastructure:

• Hostel: In order to provide suitable accommodation to SAF students, a new hostel bloc 
is currently under construction. Hopefully, the students will shift to the new hostel bloc in the 
month of June-July, 2014.

Hostel under construction in the University Campus

• Library: The library at the institute has been updated and about 200 new books have 
been added. It had previously failed to cater well to the academic demands of PG students and 
research scholars.

• Classrooms: The Institute has no proper classrooms. To make it possible to run the PG 
programme, one available room at the institute was converted into a classroom. This temporary 
classroom was supplied with chairs for the students. For the new batch of students in the 2014-
2015 academic session, a part of the Institute building is being renovated, so that two classrooms 
could be made out of it. This will resolve the issue of classroom crisis for a long period of time.
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Renovation of the Institute Building

  Meetings Held:

1) Executive Board Meeting

The UMIKS Executive Board Meeting was held on 27 April 2013 in the Committee Room of 
Vice-Chancellor’s Secretariat, University of Kashmir. In the meeting:

i. It was resolved that the post-graduation programme to be o�ered by UMIKS shall be termed 
as MA in Kashmir and South Asia Studies.

ii. It was impressed that the Director UMIKS will initiate immediate necessary actions so that the 
syllabi/course structure of all the 04 semesters is ready before the forthcoming Governing 
Body Meeting.

2) Governing Board Meeting:

The Governing Board Meeting of UMIKS was held on 01 June 2013 at Raj Bhavan. At the meeting, 
the hon’ble chairperson emphasized the need for making UMIKS a centre of excellence for 
research and teaching on social, cultural, economic and governance issues through the adoption 
of both the historical and contemporary approaches. At the meeting, members stressed the 
value of engaging eminent experts from South Asia to deliver lectures at the UMIKS. 
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3) UMIKS/SAF Meeting (New Delhi)

a. The UMIKS-SAF meeting was held in New Delhi on 03 September 2013. In the meeting, 
it was agreed that the University of Kashmir needs to build a hostel bloc for foreign students for 
which the SAF-India shall provide the necessary �nancial support.

b. On 13 April 2014, UMIKS and SAF met in New Delhi. The important decisions taken at the 
meeting that took place between Professor Talat Ahmed, Mme France Marquet, Sri Navin Chaw-
la and Professor Gull Mohd Wani involved the integration of UMIKS into the functioning of the 
University of Kashmir and the technicalities of SAF students’ obtaining credits at the University 
of Delhi. 
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